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Center for Retirement Research
Boston College

140 Commonwealth Ave

Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

(617) 552-6179 Fax: (617) 552-0191
email: alice.zulkarnain@bc.edu

EDUCATION:

2016

The City University of New York, The Graduate Center
Ph.D. in Economics, Certificate in Demography

2014 The City University of New York, The Graduate Center
M.A. in Economics
2007 The Conservatory of Amsterdam
B.mus. Jazz Voice
2003 Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
M.S. Business Mathematics & Informatics (Doctorandus)
EMPLOYMENT:

2016-present Boston College, Center for Retirement Research

2016-2017
2012-2016
2012-2015
2010-2012
2011-2012
2010-2011

2008-2010

2005-2007

Research Economist

National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)
Post-Doctoral Fellow

CUNY Institute for Demographic Research
Demography Fellow

The City University of New York, The Graduate Center
Graduate Teaching Fellow
Graduate Research Assistant

Fortis Investments/BNP Paribas
Analyst Model Developer & Junior Portfolio Manager

ABN AMRO Asset Management
Junior Analyst Model Developer & Researcher



AFFILIATIONS:

2016-present The Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA), Research Affiliate
HONORS:

2017 Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America - Poster Award
2016-2017  NBER Post-Doctoral Fellowship on the Economics of an Aging Workforce
2015-2016  Quantitative Reasoning Fellowship, Graduate Center, CUNY

2014-2016  NBER Pre-Doctoral Fellowship on the Economics of an Aging Workforce
2014-2015  Doctoral Students Research Grant, Round 9, City University of New York

2013 Luxembourg Income Study Summer Workshop Scholarship

2013 Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America - Poster Award
2012-2015  Demography Fellowship, CUNY Institute for Demographic Research
2011 CUNY Graduate Center, Department of Economics - Merit Scholarship

2010-2015  Enhanced Chancellors Fellowship, Graduate Center, CUNY

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

Spring 2012 Fundamental Methods of Mathematical Economics (Undergraduate); Brooklyn

College

Spring 2012 Money & Banking (Undergraduate); Brooklyn College

Fall 2011 Elementary Microeconomics (Undergraduate); Brooklyn College,

Fall 2011 Fundamental Methods of Mathematical Economics (Undergraduate); Brooklyn
College

PUBLICATIONS:

Refereed Journal Articles

“Divorce and Health in Middle and Older Ages,” with Sanders Korenman. Forthcoming.
Review of Economics of the Household.

Working Papers

“Will Fewer Children Boost Demand for Long Term Care?” with Gal Wettstein. 2019. Working
Paper 2019-6. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.

“The Relationship between Occupational Requirements and SSDI Activity,” with Matthew S.
Rutledge and Sara Ellen King. 2019. Working Paper 2019-5. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for
Retirement Research at Boston College.

“How Does Contingent Work Affect SSDI Benefits?” with Matthew S. Rutledge and Sara Ellen
King. 2019. Working Paper 2019-4. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at
Boston College.



“How Does Delayed Retirement Affect Mortality and Health?”” with Matthew S. Rutledge. 2018.
Working Paper 2018-11. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.

“What Factors Explain the Decline in Widows’ Poverty?” with Alicia H. Munnell and Geoffrey
T. Sanzenbacher. 2018. Working Paper 2018-4. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement
Research at Boston College.

“How Much Does Motherhood Cost Women in Social Security Benefits?” with Matthew S.
Rutledge and Sara Ellen King. 2017. Working Paper 2017-14. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for
Retirement Research at Boston College.

“The Effect of a Delayed Retirement Policy on Female Labor Supply: Evidence from the Entire
Dutch Population.” with Mauro Mastrogiacomo. 2017. Working Paper

“Joint Delayed Retirement of Couples in the Netherlands.” 2016. Working Paper

“A Delayed Retirement Policy and Male Labor Supply: Evidence from the Entire Dutch
Population.” 2015. Netspar Discussion Paper 12/2015-52.

“Medical Out of Pocket Expenditures & Poverty: A Cross-Country Analysis.” 2014. Working
Paper.

“Determinants of the Subjective Survivorship Function,” with Ryan D. Edwards. 2012. Working
Paper.

Issues in Brief

“Why Has Poverty Declined For Widows?” with Alicia H. Munnell and Geoffrey T.
Sanzenbacher. 2019. Issue in Brief 19-4. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at
Boston College.

“Why Has U.S. Life Expectancy Fallen Below Other Countries?”” with Angi Chen, Alicia H.
Munnell, and Geoffrey T. Sanzenbacher. 2017. Issue in Brief 17-22. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center
for Retirement Research at Boston College.

“How Much Long-Term Care Do Adult Children Provide?” with Gal Wettstein. 2017. Issue in
Brief 17-11. Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.

GRANTS:

2019-2020  Are Older Non-Traditional Workers Able to Find Retirement and Health
Coverage?
Funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

2019-2020 Do Financially Unprepared Workers in Their 60s Use Non-Traditional Jobs as
Career Extenders?
Funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation



2018-2019  How Do Spells of Disability Affect 401(k) Savings?
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2018-2019  Three Briefs in the Effect of Automation on Retirement Security
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2018 Will Fewer Children Boost Demand for Long Term Care?
Funded by the Peter G. Peterson Foundation

2017-2018  The Relationship between Occupational Requirements and SSDI Activity
Funded by the Social Security Administration through the Disability Research
Consortium (NBER)

2016-2017  How Does Contingent Work Affect SSDI Benefits?
Funded by the Social Security Administration through the Disability Research
Consortium (NBER)

2016-2017  What Factors Explain the Decline in Widows’ Poverty?
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2016-2017  How Does Delayed Retirement Affect Health and Mortality?
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2016-2017  How Much Does Motherhood Cost Women in Social Security Income?
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2016-2017  Why Does the Rate of Mortality Improvement Vary?
Funded by the Social Security Administration

2016 How Secure is the Retirement of Contingent Workers?
Funded by AARP

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Member: AEA, APPAM, PAA

Grant Referee: Social Security Administration Steven H. Sandell Grantees and
Dissertation Fellows
Presentations

2018 - Annual Meeting of the National Tax Association, New Orleans, LA
- Peter G. Peterson/Ford Foundation, US 2050 Fall Conference, Jensen Beach, FL
- Retirement Research Consortium, Washington, DC
2017 - Annual Fall Research Conference of the Association for Public Policy Analysis,
Chicago, IL
- Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, Chicago, IL
- Bentley University, Waltham, MA
2016 - Hunter College, New York, NY
- Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, Washington, DC
- Center for Retirement Research at Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA
- Centre Interuniversitaire sur le Risque, les Politiques Economiques et 'Emploi
(CIRPEE)/Laval University, Quebec, Quebec, Canada
2015 - Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, San Diego, CA
2014 - Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA
2013 - Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, New Orleans, LA



- Eastern Economics Association meetings, New York, NY
2012 - New York State Economics Association meetings

Interviews and Media Mentions

Smialek, Jeanna. 2018. “How Policy Changes Kept America’s Silver Workforce on The Job.”
Bloomberg. (November 20) Available at: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-
20/how-policy-changes-kept-america-s-silver-workforce-on-the-job

LaGorce, Tammy. 2018. “Widows Are Faring Better Financially. Here’s Why.” New York
Times. (Nov 17) Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/17/business/widows-financial-
independence.html

Graham, Judith. 2018 “A Late-Life Surprise: Taking Care of Frail, Aging Parents.” Kaiser
Health News. (Aug 23). Available at https://khn.org/news/a-late-life-surprise-taking-care-of-
frail-aging-parents/

Cooper, Thomas. 2017. “Future Care.” Boston College Magazine. (Fall 2017). Available at:
http://bcm.bc.edu/issues/fall 2017/endnotes/future-care.html

Grant, Kelli B. 2017. “Moms Get 16 Percent Less in Social Security Benefits.” CNBC. (Oct 25).
Available at: https://www.cnbc.com/2017/10/24/heres-how-motherhood-affects-your-social-
security-benefits.html

Eisenberg, Richard. 2017. “This Report Shows Why You Should Worry About Long-Term Care
in Your Old Age.” Market Watch. (Jul 4). Available at:
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/why-you-should-worry-about-this-long-term-care-report-
2017-06-26

Ansari, Moe. 2017. “How Much Long-Term Care Do Adult Children Provide?” [Radio
broadcast episode]. Market Wrap with Moe. Wall Street Business Network. (Jun 27). Available
at: http://marketwrapwithmoe.libsyn.com/how-much-long-term-care-do-adult-children-provide

The Editorial Board. 2017. “Daughters Will Suffer From Medicaid Cuts.” New York Times. (Jun
15). Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/15/opinion/medicaid-health-care-bill-
daughters.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss& r=0

Eisenberg, Richard. 2017. “The Troubling AARP Long-Term Care Scorecard.” Forbes. (Jun 14).
Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2017/06/14/the-troubling-aarp-long-term-
care-scorecard/#270c6a656b25

Gleckman, Howard. 2017. “Trump Backs Paid Leave For New Parents, But Ignores Those
Caring For the Elderly.” Forbes. (Jun 9). Available at:
https://www.forbes.com/sites/howardgleckman/2017/06/09/trump-backs-paid-leave-for-new-
parents-but-ignores-those-caring-for-the-elderly/#3b8db0663657
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Baxter, Amy. 2017. “Respite Care Needed to Limit Burdens on Family Caregivers.” Home
Health Care News. (Jun 6). Available at: http://homehealthcarenews.com/2017/06/respite-care-
needed-to-limit-burdens-on-family-caregivers/
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